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TRAMWAY HISTORICAL 


SOCIETY INCORPORATED / 
FO. BOX 1126, CHRISTCHURCH 2 i 


FOR ALL THE FAMILY’S | 


pile MEDICAL AND TOILET NEEDS 


It PAYS to. ask | your 


DALE'S PAPANUI PHARMACY 
(Along from the Post Office) 
SERVING PAPANUI FAITHFULLY FOR NEARLY 60 YEARS 


PAPANUI GARDEN CENTRE 


PHONE 48-942 
484C PAPANUI ROAD . Right Opp. Post Office 
——-— RON PROCTOR, Proprietor —_——— 


FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN REQUISITES 


Plant Now — Shrubs, Ornamentals, Fruit Trees, Vegetable Seeds 
Govt. Certified, Seed Potatoes, Bedding Plants, Grass Seed 


O’KEEFE’S FRUIT SUPPLY. 
470 PAPANUI ROAD 3 
(JUST OPPOSITE THE TRAM STOP) 


STOCKIST OF CHOICE QUALITY FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
AND FRESH CUT FLOWERS 


Telephone 41-549 fcr Free Delivery 


Remember DAD this Sunday 
September 6th FATHER’S DAY 


We have the latest in TIES, SOCKS, HANDKERCHIEFS, SHIRTS; also Jockey 
and Pisinies Underwear, Belts, Braces, Pyjamas, Cardigans and everything that 
DAD weuld require this Father’s Day 


DAVID HATTAWAY 
474 Papanui Road — _ Phone 49-853 
Men’‘s and Boys’ Outfitters 


Foreword 


I have been asked by the President of the Tramway Historical 
Society (Inc.) to write the foreword to this booklet. I thank him for 
his invitation; it is an honour which I accept with willingness and 
pleasure. 


The formation of historical societies is no mean task and the people 
who gratuitously give their time to it are to be commended. Their 
untiring efforts maintain, for future generations, historical links with 
the past which would otherwise be lost. And so with the Christchurch 
Tramway Historical Society (Inc.), the early history and preservation 
of some of the Christchurch Tramway Board’s original rolling stock 
will be in safe keeping. 


The history of the Christchurch undertaking is very interesting. 
In 1903 four companies operated horse and steam trams in various parts 
of Christchurch and its environs. The Christchurch Tramway Board 
was formed in January 1903 and took over the operations of the Christ- 
church Tramway Co., The New Brighton Tramway Co., the City and 
Suburban Tramway Co., and the Christchurch City Council Line. As a 
result of arbitration proceedings, £40,359 was paid for the concessions 
and goodwill of these four companies. . 


In 1905 the Board introduced electric traction and tramways 
continued to serve the transport needs of growing Christchurch until 
1936, when trolley buses and omnibuses were bought to augment the 
tramear fleet. By 1950 it was evident that the tramway had come to 
the end of its useful life and the system needed modernising. The Board 
of the day decided to scrap the tramway system and convert it to mobile 
form of transport. This was a very wise decision because it has been 
possible to provide bus services to keep pace with the needs of the very 
rapid outward growth of Christchurch in the last ten years. 


The tramway conversion commenced with the New Brighton line 
on 19th October, 1952, and ended with Cashmere/Papanui line on 11th 
September, 1954. By 1959 all old serv-ce rolling stock had been renewed, 
including the trolley buses, and the Board’s system became a wholly 
diesel bus one. 


The growth of the Board’s system can be measured to some extent 
by the volume of its revenue, miles run and route miles. 


Year Revenue Miles Run Route Miles 
1906 on £43,110 754,214 36 
1963 © oe £613,006 4,500,797 149 


Public transport is essential to the well-being of any sizeable town; 
it is no different in Christchurch. Without it Christchurch would be 
the poorer. 


It is occasions such as this one which make us realise the important 
place that transport has in the well-being of the community. 


The old rolling stock you see on this occasion is a part of the 


original rolling stock purchased from the old tramway companies in 
1908. 


I congratulate the Society on its objects and for making this event 
pessible. May its future efforts be crowned with the success they so 
fully deserve. 


J. F. FARDELL, 


General Manager, 


Christchurch Transport Board. 
24th July, 1964. 


ASTOR 


T.V. ULTIMATE 


ADMIRAL and PHILIPS 


ALL MAKES AVAILABLE IN SEVERAL MODELS 


Cash or Easy Terms 


Phone 48-761 Private 48-353 


PAPANUI LIGHTING & RADIO 
CENTRE 


W. H. WALKER, Proprietor 
5 NORTH ROAD — PAPANUI 


HOME APPLIANCES — RADIO — TELEVISION 
SPECIALIST IN DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL LIGHTING 


FREE apvisory sERVICE AND QUOTATIONS ON 


Central Heating — Space Heaters — Oil Burner Conversions for 
Ranges — Boilers — Space Heaters, Etc. 


Contact the Specialists . . . 


THOMPSON HEATING SERVICES 


30 NORTH ROAD 
Box 4181 Phones 36-940 and 27-311 


FORD and McDOUGALL LTD. 


Formula 7 — Shellubrication — Shell X100 
Mctor Oils — Rental Cars 
PHONE —— 49-477 FOR “SERVICE” 


Monday to Saturday: 7.30 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. 
Sunday: 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. 


SERVICES AVAILABLE 


*x Seven Day Trading * Full range of Shell Products 
“ cote) tal a * Tyre Service (10 minutes) 
*x Full range of Accessories * Rental Cars 


THE HORSE TRAM 


The tram you are riding on today was built for the Canterbury 
Tramway Company by John Stephenson and Co. of New York in 1887. 
The Tramway Company had found that the population of Christchurch 
was not dense enough for the steam trams, requiring a heavy passenger 
load as they did, and that they did not pay at slack times. This horse 
tram was ordered by the Company as an economy-car for operating 
with light loads. Originally this car was a one-man, one-horse car, with 
seating for 32 passengers. The number of seats was reduced to 28 
after 1911 by cutting an aisle through the middle of the end seats, which 
originally extended right across the car. Until that year most trams 
had transverse seats in at least one part of the car, but the number of 
injuries suffered by conductors standing outside cars on footboards to 
collect fares caused legislation compelling centre-aisles to be cut. 

The tram passed to the Christchurch Tramway Company in 1892, 
and early this century was taken over by the Christchurch Tramway 
Board, in whose fleet it become No. 50. The Tramway Board operated 
it as a horse tram for a time, and then as a trailer behind electric trams 
on race days until the 1920’s. Since then it has been used only on an 
odd special occasion in the 19380’s, as a horse tram, and again on two 
occasions at Sumner in 1958. 

In the later 1950’s the tram fell on hard times and was stored in 
the open for several years until it was very dilapidated. Fortunately 
it was rescued by our Society, which was able to arrange for it to be 
housed under cover on Transport Board premises, thanks to the 
generosity of the Board. 

Since that time the long slow process of restoring the tram to 
running order has been going on. Finally, with the co-operation of the 
Transport Board and the City Council, we were able to offer the tram 
to the Papanui Central Business Association to run at Papanui to mark 
the tenth anniversary of the closing of the tram line between Papanui 
and Cashmere. 

We hope that you enjoy this chance to ride once more on a tram 
in a Christchurch street. 


SRR acetone 


BEFORE RESTORATION: The horse tram being shifted to covered housing before restoration 


was begun. 18/7/62. 
Block Courtesy ‘The Press’ 
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JOHN STEPHENSON & CO. 


Mr John Stephenson, whose company built this tram, was a young 
man of 23 in November 1832, when he organised the opening of the 
first city street tram line in the world in New York. As the new idea 
eaught on, the tramcar works of John Stephenson boomed. until they 
became the most famous tramcar factory in the world. His cars were 
turned out in thousands, and could, last century, be found in nearly 
every city in the world. 


If you look carefully round this car, you will find the name of his 
company on its metal parts. The distinctive duckboards on the car floor 
are a traditional feature of Stephenson cars. 


s 


OURS: Double decker trailer No. 91 in the Square shortly after 1905. The 
Tramway Historical Society plans to preserve this car. 


Alexander Turnbull Library 


For All KNITTING REQUIREMENTS 
Visit the WOOL SHOP ... 
12 HAREWOOD ROAD 


PAPANUI DRY CLEANERS 


The people who brought the factory and the quick service to the 
Papanui residents. 
High quality and prompt service are assured. 
Telephone and our Van will pick up and deliver. 
Daily Service to our many Agents in the area. 
Discuss your Dyeing Requirements with us. 
The only Dry Cleaners in the area to offer a ONE HOUR Service. 
Our location is one shop the town side of the Post Office, there is no need 
to go further. 


Spencer-Perk Quality Dry Cleaning by 
PAPANUI DRY CLEANERS — 497 Papanui Road 
TELEPHONE 41-594 


RAILWAY PROJECTS TO PAPANUI 


The original Christchurch broad-gauge railway station was situated 
beyond the town boundary, five chains to the south of the intersection 
of Madras Street and the South Belt, as Moorhouse Avenue was then 
called. This site placed the station 65 chains from the centre of the 
city, a distance psychologically increased by the relatively open land 
between St. Asaph Street and the Belt which, during the early years of 
settlement, had been reserved from sale to secure the initial concentra- 
tion of the town. Despite the availability of a horse-drawn omnibus 
which connected with every passenger train and provided a service to 
and from the Market Square, now Victoria Square, there was from the 
first a degree of dissatisfaction with the “suburban” situation of the 
railway station, a dissatisfaction which became more acute during the 
vrojection of the North Line to Rangiora. 


Alternative routes for this railway were considered, viz. an eastern 
exit through Linwood and Shirley and parallelling Marshland Road to 
Chaneys, and a western line through Addington, Riccarton, Fendall 
Town (sic) and Papanui. The objection to the eastern route was that 
it would exclude the Papanui district from any benefit from the line and, 
presumably no less disadvantageously, deny to the government the 
potential revenue from this service Accordingly, the western line was 
decided upon. 


Popular agitation now sought the bringing of the new line into the 
city, to avoid the hot and dusty 65-chain walk from Sydenham. The 
advance of all such schemes confused the function of the railway with 
that of a city tramway; indeed one of them combined railway and tram- 
way. From time to time objection was made to the possible presence of 
locomotives in the streets and to the heavy rail that they would neces- 
sitate. Such objection was met by the suggestion that trains might 
be disconnected from locomotives at the railway station, and carriages 
as well as goods waggons as needed be drawn by horses over a light 
tramway into a central terminus, as was done in some American towns. 


Various plans put forward by northerners sought the bringing of 
their line down Papanui Road, or in default of that from Riccarton into 
Rolleston Avenue. A station might then be placed opposite the Botanical 
Gardens and a siding run along either Hereford Street or Worcester 
Street into the heart of the city. Even “The Press” became enamoured 
of some such plan; its editorial opinion was that “a line of rails should 
be taken into the very heart of the city .. . Cathedral Square is becoming 
yearly more and more tempting” it wryly observed, “for if we are not 
to have a Cathedral” (work on which had ceased after the laying of the 
foundations because of lack of funds) “we might at least have a railway 
station.” 


A later scheme advocated the provision of a central terminus 
between Cashel and Lichfield Streets east of the Madras Street inter- 
sections. A modification of this plan sought a branch from the main 
line at Colombo Street, leading into Durham Street and leading to the 
old Council yard, the area behind the Scott statue fronting Worcester 
Street. This plan possessed the advantage of allowing easy extension 
of the line into Papanui Road which might be used as a means of 
rejoining the original line at Papanui Station. 


None of these plans materialised, however, and when the railway 
was opened along the originally projected route through Papanui in 
1872, the solution of access to the centre of the city was left to local 
transport agencies. Significantly, the first services opened by the 
Canterbury Tramway Company in 1880 were those from the Square to 
the Railway Station, and to Papanui respectively. 


W. A. PIERRE. 


THE TRAMWAYS OF CHRISTCHURCH 


Company Days 


The Christchurch tramway system originated in February 1878 
with the formation of the Canterbury Tramway Company. But there 
is evidence of interest in tramway construction in Christchurch long 
before that, for a newspaper of 1872 notes that a public meeting was 
to be held to discuss the question of building a tramway. The meeting 
rejected the idea. 

The turning of the first sod of the tramways of the Canterbury 
Tramway Company (the “sod” was actually a barrow-load of shingle 
from a heap) occurred on December 11th, 1879, near the railway 
station. The ceremony was performed by the Chairman of the Company, 
who doffed his hat, grasped a long-handled shovel, set to work, and 
earned praise from the onlooking navvies for the capable manner in 
which he performed this difficult task! The barrow three-quarters full, 
he trundled it a few yards, turned it over, and declared the first sod 
duly turned. Liquid repasts were then “drunk with enthusiasm.” 

The Chairman explained the delay in commencing construction of 
the tramway, since the formation of the Company nearly two years 
previously. The reason was a delay in the delivery of steam tram 
locomotives. These had been delayed until Kitson & Co., of Leeds, the 
builders, had sent a representative to the Continent to see if there were 
any improvements being made in tramway engines there, so that these 
could be incorporated in the Christchurch order. “They now assured 
the directors tha. they would possess the best engines in any part of 
the world.” <A slightly later mode] still exists in working order. It is 
planned that this will operate some day in the Canterbury Museum of 
Science and Industry. As far as is known, it is the only remaining 
example of a Kitson steam tram motor in working order anywhere in 
the world. ... They were certainly good engines! 

Construction was soon commenced. On March 9th, 1880, the line 
from the Square to the Station was opened. Steam trams No. 1 and 
No. 2 began a regular service hauling trailers along Colombo Street. 

Papanui was reached on August 2nd 1880, Addington in September, 
and service was commenced along Ferry Road to Woolston on December 
Ist. Expansion of this system proceeded rapidly. By 1888 some 
seventeen miles of tramway were being operated by the Company. 

The Canterbury Tramway Company, partly starved by cut-throat 
competition for the beach traffic, went into liquidation in 1892. The 
Christchurch Tramway Company was formed to take over its assets. 


Rolling Stock 


The trams which ran over these lines deserve a mention. The first 
two steam trams, numbers 1 and 2 already mentioned, were the original 
examples of a standard type of which over 300 were built for use in 
many cities. Built by Kitson and Co. of Leeds, England, they were 
tiny 0-4-0 well tank engines with Kitson valve gear, a modified form 
of Walschaerts gear. The overall length was 10 feet 48 inches, with 
a wheelbase of 4 feet 8 inches. The boiler, with 72 tubes and a total 
heating surface of 1213 square feet, delivered steam at a maximum 
operating pressure of 100 lbs. per square inch. Speed was restricted to 
10 m.p.h., following regulations in force in Britain at that time, and 
governors were fitted at first to enforce this, but were soon removed. 
These “trams”, of course, were really steam locomotives encased in a 
tram-like wooden body which was intended to prevent horses taking 
fright at the spectacle of a locomotive in the streets. The tramcars 
that passengers rode in were trailers hauled behind these locomotives. 

The original nine cars were built in July, 1879, by John Stephenson 
and Company of New York, U.S.A. They were all open top double deck 
cars seating 46 passengers on longitudinal seats (i.e. seats that run along 
the length of the cars and not across). Some of these cars survived 
until after World War II for use on special occasions such as race days. 

To work the extensions opened in 1880, three more steam motors, 
numbers 3-5, were imported. Fourteen new trailers were added to 
stock. In 1881 Kitson and Co. supplied three more steam motors, 
numbers 6, 7 and 8, which were larger than the first five motors. 


Source Unknown 


THE SQUARE IN FORMER DAYS. 


Above: 


Beuble decker 25—withdrawn in 1917—with double decker trailers, bound for 
Sumner in the days before World War 1. 


Below: In Christchurch Tramway Co. days: the Sumner tram of four trailers 
hauled by steam tram No. 5 in 1902. 


Alexander Turnbull Library 


UNIDENTIFIED 
stcam tram in 
an. unidentified 
setting some 
time after 
1905. Destina- 
boards show 
“Stanmore Rd. 
& Richmond”. 


From the achives 
of the Tramway 
Museum Society of 
Victoria Ltd. 


It is one of the latter, No. 7, which avoided being cut up for scrap, 
and now awaits operation, along with this horse tram and other tram- 
cars, in the Canterbury Museum of Science and Industry. An interesting 
story surrounds the activities of No. 7 in its early days... 

On Sunday, November 21st, 1886, No. 7 was involved in one of the 
very few explosions of steam locomotive boilers in this country. With 
two cars attached, it was standing outside the Heathcote Arms Hotel 
waiting for the return journey to the city, when its boiler exploded, 
wrecking its own body and badly damaging the two trailers. Fortunately 
the driver and conductor were not on the steam motor or trailers, and 
no mention was made of their exact whereabouts, which some tramway 
historians have assumed to mean that they were patronising the 
adjacent establishment. During compilation of this booklet, however, 
contact was made with an elderly former tramway employee who 
assured us that this was quite a wrong interpretation, and that, as far 
as he knew, the crew were actually in the paddock nearby watching the 
first mechanical gorse cutter they had ever seen! Number 7 was soon 
repaired and back on the road. 

It was soon found to be more economical to use horse cars instead 
of steam motors and trailers on the more lightly patronised runs, and 
so the Company ordered a trial vehicle, which was delivered in 1887. 
This was the car restored to running order this year by the Tramway 
Historical Society (Inc.) for this run at Papanui. 

Another type of car introduced about this same period by the 
Canterbury Tramway Company was the 48-seat open top double decker 
trailer. Thirteen of these were built. The body of one has been 
discovered in reasonably good condition and now awaits preservation 
along with the two surviving trams and other vehicles in the Canterbury 
Museum of Science and Industry. Wide public support for the Museum 
will be necessary for these vehicles to be preserved. 


Other Lines 


In the meantime lesser lines were being constructed and operated: 


In 1885 the Christchurch City Council constructed a tramway from 
the Council yard (now the site of the Scott memorial) along Worcester 
Street to the Cemetery and dump. This line was for the conveyance of 
corpses and refuse. For the former a hearse tram was built but was not 
used. It was run off the rails and used as a gunpowder magazine, in 
which capacity it acquired the reputation of being a house-boat, presum- 
ably because it was put on the Estuary mudflats for safety reasons. 

From a junction with the Christchurch City Council line at Linwood 
the New Brighton Tramway Company built a line to New Brighton. 

The Christchurch City and Suburban Tramway Company operated 
horse cars from Linwood to North Beach and thence to Brighton along 
Marine Parade. 


PAPANUI PAINT CENTRE 
STOCKISTS OF ALL LEADING BRANDS OF PAINT 
14 HAREWOOD ROAD 
Phone 41-892 


CHAPMANS BUTCHERY 


ALL FIRST GRADE MEATS 


FREE DELIVERY and FREE CAR PARK 
HAREWOOD ROAD i PHONE 27-023 


ERICKSONS HARDWARE & 
ELECTRICAL 


484 PAPANUI ROAD 
BELL and NATIONAL TELEVISION Phone 48-147 for Free Demonstration 


—— MAC'S 
HAIRDRESSER and TOBACCONIST 
(H. W. McCOUBREY) 
507 PAPANUI ROAD — _—~ (Next to Self Help) 


Quick and Efficient Servicing of all types of Electric Razors 
Agent for all Ronson Spares 


ANDREW LEES 
HAVE MADE HISTORY 


... Established 1859... 


Still 
FIRST FOR SERVICE 
* PAINT 
* GLASS 
* WALLPAPER 
ANDREW LEES (N.Z.) LTD. 
495 Papanui Road 3 CHRISTCHURCH SHOPS 226 High Street 


Telephone 41-347 103 Riccarton Road 


PAPANUI CENTRAL DRAPERY 


By the Roundabout 
SPECIALISTS IN BABY WEAR 


SEE OUR SELECTION OF SCUVENIR GIFTS FOR YOUR OVERSEAS FRIENDS 


WHY PAY MORE? 
IS OUR MOTTO 


REGENCY JEWELLER 


9 NORTH ROAD, PAPANUI!I 
(Under the Firestone Sign) 


For Quality ... 
WATCHES and CLOCKS 


See our excellent range of Crystal, Marcasite, 
Camecs, Jewellery 


FORK THAT FINE GIFT FOR A 
SPECIAL OCCASION 


PHONE 48-561 


McKAYS FRUIT SUPPLY 


Fruit and Vegetables Fresh Daily 


Quality Goods Only 


513A Papanui Road —i:— Phone 41-755 


DEVON BOOK SHOP 
1 NORTH ROAD, PAPANUI 
For Magazines — Toys — Books — Cards 
FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS THERE HAS BEEN A BOOKSHOP IN THIS 


BUILDING. PREVIOUS BOOKSELLERS WERE MRS GREEN, MR BLACK 
AND MRS DENSEM 


CiB 


CHRISTCHURCH TRANSPORT BOARD 


Born 1903 — still going strong — carrying 
people to the Papanui Shopping Centre. 


Go by bus — no parking fuss. 
For your bus requirements Phone 69-949. 


— JOIN — | PAPANUI TRADING 
the CENTRE 


Tramway Historical 8A NORTH ROAD 
Society Inc. far 


P.O. Box 1126, Christchurch ANTIQUES and USED FURNITURE 


HOBBY’S MENSWEAR LTD. 


6 CELEBRATION SPECIALS — 


Bays’ Brushed Cotto SWIPES cucscrsscsconescsssmnsssieeresnocanseneienie 12/11 

Men’‘s Brushed Cotton Shirts oeccccccecccccccesescsssessesesssesesteeceesseseesteseeee: 17/11 

Men’‘s Pyjamas — all SiZ@S ec ccccccccecssseessteesscesseenseenneenees 17/6 

Pera’s Drip Dirge Siar accccsaccccsccscectsnonsasscnchensaneondnunernn sant ineucnsanitineinenn 24/11 

Work Socks — three SHaAdeS oecececcececccceccecscescseeseeseeseeteeeeees pr. 3/11 

Oddments in Pure Wool Pullovers oocccccccccccccceccccsccsseseseesseeseee 39/11 
© © © 


493 Papanui Road —— #263 Greers Road 
Phone 48-855 — Phone 29-576 


© © © 


When you shop at HOBBY’S you are wise 


Because Hobby’s Menswear Specialise 


* TRY A VISIT TO BOB HAYDEN 


at the Papanui Hotel on the North Road, where a full range of 
the best brands of Wines, Spirits and Liqueurs is obtainable and 


will satisfy every taste. For drinks suitable for ‘one and all” 


* 


PAPANUI HOTEL 


For over 7/5 years this business has been serving the people 


of Papanui 


F. DRURY & SON LTD. 
36 HAREWOOD ROAD 


Coal, Grain, Produce, Seeds, Cement 


Hire Concrete Mixers, Rotary Hoes, etc. 


C.F MM. 


C.F.M. SALES LIMITED 
The Quality Butchers 
511 Papanui Road — Telephone 49-736 
Stock Only the Best in Meats 
* * * 
Farm Fresh Lamb — Hogget — First Grade Beef, Veal, Pork 
Delicious Smallgoods, Bacon and Ham 
* * * 


We Serve to Satisfy and Serve Again 


For Quality — Service — Satisfaction 
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The Electric Era 

By the turn of the century the trams had temporarily declined from 
their former glory. The Canterbury Tramway Company had slid into 
bankruptcy ten years earlier and the Christchurch Tramway Company 
which took over its assets was unwilling to introduce new rolling stock 
or new operating methods. No doubt this was because the new Company 
itself was financially insecure. The other two companies, operating only 
one route each, were also heading towards bankruptcy. At the same 
time tramways overseas and elsewhere in New Zealand were being con- 
verted to electric traction, undoubtedly at that time, and even today, 
the best means of moving people from place to place. It was in 1902 
that the story of electric trams in Christchurch began, when the British 
Electric Traction Company of England offered to construct and operate 
an electric system in Christchurch. This offer was declined and the 
first Tramway Board was elected in 1903. No time was wasted in 
installing a modern electric system. Contracts were let for the supply 
of materials and the construction of the permanent way. 

The first electric tram ran officially on June 5th, 1905. This opened 
electric traction on the Square to Papanui and Railway Station routes. 
Thus you have travelled today in a tram on a section of tram line which 
was a part of one of the first lines to be opened, the first to be operated 
by electric trams, and the last to be closed. 

Later in June, 1905, the Lincoln Road and Cashmere routes were 
opened for electric service. Riccarton, St. Albans Park, and Sockburn 
routes were opened in 1906, Sumner in 1907, Opawa and Fendalton in 
1910, Cashmere (Hills Terminus) in 1912 and Spreydon in 1912. North- 
cote, Linwood, Dallington, North Beach, and St. Martins in 1918, and 
finally, New Brighton in 1914, were the last routes to be opened. As 
many of these routes terminated well outside what was then the settled 
area, it is not surprising that no more extensions were made. From 
World War I until the first tramway abandonments in the early thirties 
no major extensions were made to the tramway permanent way, although 
many smaller modifications such as special turning facilities at termini 
and relocation of track in the city centre were made. 


Rolling Stock 

The rolling stock of the Christchurch system, like that of other 
large systems, was a very mixed collection. Space prevents our giving 
a detailed list of every type of car. However, some of the main 
varieties of cars were: 

The “Yanks”, built in the U.S.A. in 1905, some of which were later 
converted for hill work, and their later, locally-built counterparts, the 
“Hills” cars of 1912 and 1917. These were the cars that usually 
operated to Papanui. 

The predominant class of all was the “Boon” cars, built in three 
batches—1906, 1908, and 1910. These cars were so named because they 
were the first class of cars to be built by Boon and Co. Ltd., of Ferry 
Road, a firm which has survived to this day and to whom we are 
indebted for replacing heavy steel panelling on the horse tram. Nearly 
all subsequent cars were built by Boons. 

The most modern class of cars in Christchurch was the “Brill” cars, 
commonly known in later years as “one-man” cars. These were the only 
Christchurch trams to be constructed after World War I. 

The trailers were numerous and varied. Many trailers were left 
over from the private companies, although most were soon scrapped. 
The steam tram trailers were all double-decked. Of the trailers built 
for the electric system, all but seven (eight including an experimental 


double decker) were four-wheeled. Most were built by Boon and Co. 
Ltd., of Christchurch. 


Decline and Fall 

In common with many tramways all over the world, the Christchurch 
tramways had reached the peak of their development in the late twenties, 
and from then the decline was rapid. Many of the lines ran through 
very thinly populated areas where revenue per car mile was so low that 
the Christchurch Tramway Board decided to abandon several lines where 
track relaying was necessary. First to go was the Northcote or Papanui 
Extension route, in 1930. The Manchester Street route serving the 
station was closed in 1931, all Railway Station trams from that time 
operating by way of Colombo Street. The line to North Beach was 
also closed in 1931 and replaced by trolley-buses. Eleven of these 


vehicles were in service by 1936, operating the North Beach and Marsh- 
land Road routes. 


PAPANUI IN THE PAST: 
Yank, No. 14, in the 
Main North Road, 
16/9/1930 during the 
last days of the North- 
cote route, (Upper). 


Boon car 36 _ leaving 
Papanui fer Northcote 
Rd., 26/6/1930 (Centre) 


on “‘IP’’ Papanui)—note high and 


Lower: Depot view, 4/5/1932. Yanks 14 and 12 (destinat 
low ends—baggage car 30, and St. Martins car 204. 


>hotos Courtesy ‘The Press” 


By 1936 the track in Worcester Street was in such poor condition 
that it was decided to abandon the tram services along this street. 
Buses were ordered, these replacing the Dallington and Linwood trams 
in 1937. 

The St. Martins route was closed in 1941 because the track was 
considered unsafe, but wartime shortages of fuel for buses caused it 
to be reopened. It was finally closed in 1946. 

In a way the war both saved and condemned the tramways. Because 
of the shortage of buses and their essentials, no tram routes could be 
converted to bus operation, and in fact buses would have been inadequate 
for coping with heavy war-time loadings. However, the war also pre- 
vented the importing of tram rails, overhead wire, and tram parts, 
although, fortunately, the Tramway Board made essential parts in its 
workshops. The end of the war made it possible to replace the existing 
trams and the age of the trams made it necessary. The newest tram 
was 20 years old, but most of the fleet was between 30 and 40 years 
old. These vehicles had to be replaced, either by modern tramcars (see 
reference elsewhere in this booklet) or by buses. The latter course was 
chosen as the cheaper, and in 1947 a policy of replacement by buses 
was decided upon. 

This policy was soon implemented. In 1951, the Christchurch 
Tramway Board adopted the present name of Christchurch Transport 
Board. The Fendalton and Opawa trams were replaced by buses in 
1949, and the Brighton, Sumner, Riccarton, St. Albans Park, Spreydon, 
Cranford Street, and Lincoln Road trams in 1952-53. For their last year 
of operation the trams ran only from the Barrington Street substation 
on the Cashmere route to Papanui on week days, with buses providing 
the week-end services. The final tram ran on September 11th, 1954. 
It is to commemorate this event ten years ago that we are running the 
horse tram. 

In a short time, most of the rails were pulled up, the valuable 
copper overhead removed, and most of the trams scrapped. A number 
were sold for sheds, baches, and similar uses. The metal parts were 
scrapped, including the wheels and motors, although a few parts like 
the compressors were sold to private buyers for re-use. The last com- 
plete electric tram was broken up in 1957. 

In 1956-57 even the North Beach and Marshlands Road trolley-bus 
routes were abandoned, the old trolley-buses meeting the same fate as 
the trams. 


THE SOLE SURVIVORS 


At present the horse tram and steam tram are the only operable 
survivors of this once large system. Fortunately restoration work on 
these two trams has now restored them to something of their former 
glory. Work will also begin on restoration of one of the old double 
deck trailers as soon as permanent housing can be found for it under 
cover. Its present condition, exposed to the weather, is causing the 
Society much concern. In addition to these three cars, there is a 
possibility of using parts obtained from Australia to restore an electric 
tram body to running order. The Tramway Historical Society Inc., 
which has been arranging this restoration work, was incorporated 
recently and is playing a part in the establishment of the Canterbury 
Museum of Science and Industry, where it is hoped the trams will 
ultimately be running on their own track and carrying passengers. 
(For information on other projects of the Museum, interested persons 
are invited to contact Mr G. H. Hickford, Hon. Secretary, Association 
of Friends of the Canterbury Museum of Science and Industry Inc., P.O. 
Box 387, Christchurch.) 

Similarly, anyone with knowledge of the existence of tram parts 
and anyone wishing to know more about the Tramway Historical 
Society Inc. and its activities is invited to consult one of the members 
working this tram or to write to the Hon. Secretary of this Society, 
at P.O. Box 1126, Christchurch. 
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IN THEIR LAST YEARS AT PAPANUI. 


Yank 11 in its final form turning into the Papanui turning circle. (Upper). 


Lower: Boon cars 159 and 160 pass on the last crossing locp in Papanui Rd. 
Photos E. A. Gay 


OVERLEAF: THE BRILL CARS. 


Under construction at the works of Bcon & Co. 


Cars 180, 175, 174 during the twenties. 
Photo E. A. Gay 


Lower: One of the same cars, 174, with a trailer, approaching Sumner in 


latter days. 
Photo E. A. Gay 
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The Quality Grocer of Papanui 


— SUPAFOODS— 


481C PAPANUI ROAD 49-398 
FREE DELIVERIES ——- PERSONAL SERVICE 


TOPPS’ FRUIT SUPPLY 


488 PAPANUI ROAD Opp. Papanui P.O. PHONE 49-688 
FRESH FRUIT and VEGETABLES DAILY 
WE WILL DELIVER 


MARSH’S SILKS 


—— THE FABRIC SPECIALISTS —— 
482 PAPANUI ROAD 


(Near Empire Theatre) 


TRAMS HAVE BEEN, GONE, AND RETURNED BUT WE 
CONTINUE TO SUPPLY CYCLES 


G. W. CLARK LTD. CYCLE 


SUPPLIERS 
468 Papanui Road Phene 41-495 
ALL TRADES HARDWARE 
472 PAPANUI ROAD — PHONE 49-842 


THE MOST COMPLETE HARDWARE SHOP 
IN ANY SUBURB 


—-RHODES FOODMARKET-— 


482A PAPANUI! ROAD PHONE 49-658 
Personal Service — Free Delivery Any Time of Day 


J. DOOLAN 


—— LADIES’, CHILDREN’S and GENTS’ HAIRDRESSER —— 
(opp. Ford & McDougall) 


TERMINUS FISH SUPPLY 
On the Papanui Roundabout 
OPEN SATURDAY 
Phone 48-506 


MODERN TRAMS 


We have seen the end of the tramcar in Christchurch. But what 
about other parts of the world? Is there still a case for the tram? 


Indeed there is, as the accompanying photographs will show you. 
Modern trams are used in many overseas cities, particularly on the 
Continent, where they are noted for their speed, silent running, and 
popularity with the passengers. On the. Continent and in some U.S. 
cities, the great virtue of trams is their ability to operate almost as 
underground trains, operating down the centres of busy thoroughfares 
on their own “reserved” tracks and into their own subways under the 
busiest: inner-city streets. In this way, public transport, which is an 
essential traffic artery in any large city, is not hindered in its operation 
by the congestion caused by the private motorist. Trams are mass 
carriers, at their best when transporting the commuting masses. 


THE MODERN LINE: 


Right: New Brisbane tram 
547 just after entering 
service in Sept. 1963. 


Lower: Belgian style—a 
new  P.C.C. car in 
Antwerp. 


Blocks Courtesy Australian 
Electric Traction Assn. 


DIAL 
49-230 


for 
INSTANT 
CONTROL 
OF LIGHT, 


GLARE AND 
VENTILATION 
with 


1964 TWI-NIGHTER 
Venetian blinds by 


No other window treatment gives you such infinitely 
variable (and rattle-free) light and ventilation control. 
No other window treatment gives you instant decoration 
— from the moment they’re fitted your home is 
“dressed-up” inside and outside. 

Instant savings — from the moment they’re fitted they 
save you pounds in costly replacement of sun-damaged 
drapes and furnishings. This protection can be yours 
for as little as 5/2 weekly for an average-sized lounge. 


BUILDING 


RE-MODELLING fe 
RE-FURNISHING He 


Our factory-trained -pec- 
ialist will measure and 
quote, free. 


“Papanui Flooring @ entre. 
479 SDapanui Read 


Printed by New Century Press, 23 Mersey St., Christchurch 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


to the Tramway Historical Society and the 

Papanui Central Business Association on their 

fine achievement in preserving this historical 
relic of the early days of the City, from 


“PEE SHOE BAR” 


Proprietor: J. F. TAYLOR 


Step off the tram right at our door and step inside for 


Footwear for all the Family 


PHONE 48-871 —————————-_ 485 PAPANUI ROAD 


DON SMITH LTD., 


487 PAPANUI ROAD PHONE 41-189 


For Beautiful Lingerie by leading Manufacturers such as 
LADDALOC and CANTERBURY 


A WONDERFUL SELECTION 


A GOOD RANGE OF SPRING COTTONS AND FROCKS 
Also Tricel Pleated Frocks in Sizes S.W. - O.S. 


Summer Knitwear 


FOR ALL YOUR DRAPERY REQUIREMENTS SHOP AT | 


DON SMITHS 
of 
PAPANUI. 


OE EI 


t 


HISTORICAL 


SOCIETY (Inc.) 


P.O. Box 1126 


Christchurch 


Did you know that the Tramway Historical 
Society Inc., is the only group in the South 
Island which is actively engaged in the 
restoration of tramway vehicles? 


The Society is restoring an 1887 Stephen- 
son horse tram which will run this year on a 
short length of tram track at Papanui. 


On a broader scale, we have represent-— 
atives on a committee which is aiming to 
establish a museum of science and industry 
in Christchurch in the near future. In 
addition to the horse tram, it is intended 
to operate in the museum a Kitson 0-4-0 steam 
tram motor, the only one of its kind in 
working order, Other vehicles, including a 
Stephenson double decker trailer, have been 
offered to us and acquisition of these and 
restoration work on them will begin when 
present committments have been dealt with. 


For all this, however, we will need a 
large membership to support us in the 
construction and operation of our part of the 
proposed museum. - Lack of adequate finance 
could hinder our participation in this museum, 


Can we rely on your support? 


Annual Subscription rates are: 
Adults 25/- 
School Pupils 12/6 


Membership entitles one to the bi-monthly 
magazine, "Tramway Topics", published jointly 
with the Tramway Preservation Society (Welling- 
ton) Inc.,; which has similar interests, and 


to active participation in all the activities 

of the Society. Meetings of tramway interest 

are held on the second Tuesday of each alternate 
monthe Interested persons are invited to contact 
the Society at P.O. Box 1126 for information 

on coming meetings and their venuCocecoesecceseseca 
If you support our aims and are interested in trams 
we hope to hear from you soon. 
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The Tramway Historical Society Ince, 
P.0.. Box lize, 
CHRISTCHURCH 


Please enrol me as a member of your Society. 
I enclos@..eeeeeeebD@ing my subscription for 
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